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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis An Error Analysis of Using Honorific Expression Among

Japanese Language Thai Learners

Author Mr. Thanit Poonvongprasert
Degree Master of Arts (Japanese Communication and Culture)
Year 2015

This research aimed to investigate errors of using honorific expression among Japanese
Language Thai learners. Eighty five 3 rd and 4 th year Japanese major students of Chiangmai
University and Srinakharinwirot University were the samples for this research. Filling verb in the
blank according to situation 10 items and questionaire were used to collect data. After that, follow
up interview was conducted to complete the research.

Error patterns were divided into 2 groups: error verb conjugation and inappropriation of
using honorific expression. In case of error verb conjugation, the study found that frequency and
error pattern varied depending on types of honorific expression. (1) sonkeigo: most frequently
appeared error was verb conjugation pattern (O+Verb), (2) sonkeigo (irregular verb “suru”) most
frequently appeared error was verb conjugation pattern (oshinarimasu), (3) kenjougo (irregular
verb “Iku”): most frequently appeared error was using verb “mairimasu” instead of
“ukagaimasu”, (4) teichougo(irregular verb “aru”): most frequently appeared error was using verb
“orimasu”, (5) kenjougo(irregular verb “kuru”): most frequently appeared error was using verb
“orimasu” instead of “mairimasu” (6) teineigo: most frequently appeared error was using
kenjougo. Mostly found types of error were intralingual errors which had no appearance in
previous studies.

Remarkable features of sonkeigo, kenjougo and teichougo avoidance were as follows, (1)

In situation with regards to in group-out group relationship, learners avoid using sonkeigo and



(6)

kenjougo due to uncertainty of verb conjugation’s correctness. (2) In situation with regards to
vertical relationship, learners tended to avoid using sonkeigo toward ingroups’ action. (3) Lower
group had high ratio of avoidance more than upper group.

According to statistical analysis, it was found that personal factors such as sex, Japanese

Language learning experience in secondary level, learning experience in Japan, Japanese
Language proficiency had no effect on understanding level of honorific expression. The findings
of the study indicated that factors affecting misuse of honorific Eexpression were as follows,
(1) Negative transfer; learners tended to use sonkeigo toward ingroup’s action due to transfering
of honorific expression’s concept in mother language. (2) Overgeneralization; learners had high
tend to use kenjougo toward speaker or ingroups’ actions in all cases. (3) Input including text
books and learning hours (4) Usage frequency (5) Effect of working memory

Due to interview data with regards to teaching and learning honorific expression in
classroom, it found that instructor focus on in textbook. Conversation practice activity wasn’t
provided to support learning. Learners had low frequency usage of honorific expression in their
daily lives. Moreover, input wasn’t provided continuously to learners. These factors could result

in dropping of teaching retention.
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