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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis Administration of Religious Property of the Buddhist Temple:

Study on Financial Donation

Author Mr. Kittin  Junsontima
Degree Master of Laws
Year 2014

The Buddhist temple is a non-profit establishment, having a number of its
yearly current earnings and expenditure in approximate amount of 100-120 billion
Baht. There are total 37,075 Buddhist temples nationwide in Thailand. The average
revenue of each Buddhist temple is 3,235,692 Baht per year, as most of financial
donation aim at specific objectives such as repair of Buddhist sanctuary or others and
the donation for making a merit is mostly origin of the revenue. Accordingly,
these uninterrupted and massive revenue deserves a good administration to be
virtually beneficial to the Buddhism. But such financial donation has leakage and
been embezzled by Buddhist monks as appeared frequently in various public media
that causes people extremely gloomy and dispirited. At last it should be urgently
solved for better administration and sustainability in the long run.

The thesis aims to analyze an administration of financial donation granted to
the religions i.e. Christianity, Islam and Buddhism for finding a guideline on a system
and rule development of the administration of financial donation in line with good
governance and for more transparency and accountability. Finding is both Christianity
and Islam provide systemically rules on the administration of financial donation of
local church and mosques, definite division of works and formation of a multi-sector
committee to administer it. Christianity emphasizes particularly on the transparent
administration by reporting financial status continually to the public. But the
administration of Buddhist temple depends on the abbot and the ministerial

regulation No. 2 B.E.2511 which provides merely its broad scope.



(6)

To follow rule of law, principles of transparency, participation and
responsibility, the researcher suggests a system and rule development of the
administration by, amendment to the ministerial regulation No. 2 B.E.2511 that
covers restructuring, number of the committee members, meeting period of Buddhist
temple committee etc, an amendment to the ministerial regulation on division of
government office of the Office of National Buddhism (ONAB) B.E.2545 concerning
authority and duty of the ONAB in respect of monitoring and advising on financial
issues to Buddhist temple, a policy measure, adding duty of the ONAB to disseminate
and advice about the administration rule and the accounting of Buddhist temple,
a supervision of implementation to the ministerial regulation by regulating
all Buddhist temples to submit the financial report regularly and continuously to the

ONAB, the public and the Lord Abbot of a Buddhist monastery in hierarchy.
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% Unadui sussauuen, (3oudy, wih 301-302.
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370 http://www.mfa.g¢o.th/ main/th/world
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' iSoasyariy, wih 98-101.
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