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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis Decentralization to Local Administrative Agencies: A
Case Study of Self- government Based Upon the Will of

the People in the Provincial Level.

Author Miss Piromporn Chaiyon
Degree Master of Laws
Year 2014

The objectives of this research are to study the concepts and theories of
decentralization to local administrative agencies in the self- government format; to
identify the problems and obstacles of decentralization to local administrative
agencies and to analyze the directives of decentralization to local administrative
agencies as well as a self- government based on the public will in the provincial
level. The scope of study is the provisions of the Constitution of Thailand B.E.2550
(local administration) and draft laws. The main focus is to analyze the structure,
authorities, duties, supervision, monitoring, budget, finance, human resource
management and public participation in the local administration under the concept
of self-autonomy.

The results show that Thailand’s local administration faces a lot of problems;
namely, overlap structure, unclear authorities and duties. Many local administrative
agencies are subject to strict scrutiny of regional administrative agencies and
therefore lack of actual autonomy. Additional problems include finance, budget
insufficiency, inefficiency of human resource management, insufficient public
participation. The main recommendation is to dissolve regional administrative
agencies and merge them with local administrative agencies so as to solve the
structure problem. In other words, to be established is a “self- government”
province that will serve as a local administrative agency with three-party internal
structure. There should be a civil council composed of representatives of people
from different arenas. The main duty of civil council is to propose the requests and
highlicht the problems faced by local residents as well as to monitor the local
administrative agencies. In such a case, the local administrative agencies should be
entrusted with general authorities while the central government is in charge of

important national tasks including defense, public finance and monetary system,



(6)

judicial or justice system and international relationship. The local administrative
agencies are under the direct supervision of Prime Minister and the monitoring
system should be on a postmortem basis. This is to ensure more freedom for local
administrative agencies. The ratio of tax allocation between the central government
and local administrative agencies should be 70: 30. Moreover, local administrative
agencies should have more freedom to decide local tax base as well as to increase
local tax according. Local administrative personnel should have a clearer career path,
which should be directly in line with local contexts. The public participation should
have a clearer procedure as well. In fact, public participation should be a requisite
for important decisions of local administrative agencies.

| agree with the concept of self-government administration in the provincial
level. Additionally | wish to recommend that there should be an act that serves as a
master statute while details should be included in a royal decree, depending on
economic and social contexts as well as development directives of each province.
Restructuring of local administrative agencies as well as adjustment of duties and
authorities should be performed gradually. The civil council should be responsible
for providing budget and personnel to support the public participation in local

administration.
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PINANUMNEFINATITY 131019uENaNYETeIBIANSUNATEIMLLBITBIRARY
Fiuograsutn Jelidnuasd iy 4 Uszms feilae

*Daniel Wit, A Comparative Survey of Local Government and
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Unasastiasdulng, (WIEUATATRYSHT: UNINYNTEITIVANTEUATATEYSEN, 2550), TN 2,

*"William A. Robson, “Local government” In Encyclopedia of Social Sciences
Vol. x. (New York: Macmillan, 1953), p. 574., 91984lu Uses1u AsgnsAnwIng, n13
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*Wwilliam V. Holloway, State and Local Government in the United State
(New York: MC Graw-Hill, 1951), p. 398, 9130islu Uses1u asgmsAnwIng,n1sunAsas
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AEns, 2534), % 10.
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