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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis Public Participation in Prevention and Solution of Haze Air Pollution in

Mae Hong Son Province

Author Miss Natchaya Unthongdee
Degree Master of Science (Environmental Management)
Year 2013

This research study aims to 1) study public participation in the prevention and solution of
haze air pollution in Mae Hong Son Province, 2) study the factors influencing the success and
obstacles of public participation in the prevention and solution of haze air pollution in Mae Hong
Son Province, and 3) propose methods for public participation in the prevention and solution of
haze air pollution in Mae Hong Son Province. The research is a qualitative study, gaining its data
through semi-Structured Interview with stakeholders and the investigation of relevant documents.

It was found that the causes of haze air pollution in Mae Hong Son were: 1) open burning
in the forests, agricultural areas, and the people’s communities; 2) the province’s geographical
characteristics, i.e. a deep valley surrounded by mountain ranges filled with mixed deciduous
trees whose shed leaves can cause fires and haze; and 3) the air pollution from the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar and nearby provinces.

Public participation process found that the data that state was given information was
appropriate, and most of the people were able to gain access to it. Further, there was transparency
in the participation process: the state’s measures were clarified, and the suggestions made by the
people were welcome. The process was also inclusive, allowing both the public and private sectors
to participate. However, it was found that there was a lack of personnel and budget for the
implementation of the haze prevention and solution measures, thwarting wide-ranged and continuous

participation.



4)

For pattern of public participation found that most people received the news and
information via different media. Some people offered suggestions on methods for implementing
the prevention and solution measures and on activities for the prevention and solution of haze air
pollution. However, the people did not play a role in the planning stage with the state. The
leaders of each community only relayed the state’s measures or policies before the people in the
community, along with stakeholders, helped one another plan and begin implementation.

The factors influencing the public’s participation in the prevention and solution of haze
air pollution in Mae Hong Son are: 1) personal factors: realization, conscience, knowledge,
understanding, and being affected by haze air pollution; and 2) management actors: the ability of
the community leaders and the support from the state. The problems or obstacles found were:
1) personal factors: language differences, lack of time, and lack of knowledge; and 2)
structural/managerial factors with regard to the state: communication, transportation, and the lack
of continuous implementation.

The following suggestions are proposed for the success of the public’s participation: the
encouragement of the people’s participation, imparting knowledge and understanding of the
prevention and solution of the haze air pollution, the development of agricultural technology or
other means for the disposal of agricultural waste, and the people’s acceptance of the state’s
implementation of its prevention and solution measures as well as the willingness to listen to the

opinions of other stakeholders.
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A1TUANY ATTUWIATEDE
(Pollutants) (Dispersion)

F
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