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ABSTRACT

Title of Dissertation This study aims to examine the performance of the “Enhancement of

Democratic Values and Good Governance Project

Author Miss. Supaporn Chairerg
Degree Master of Public Administration (Public Policy and Strategic Management)
Year 2009

This study aims to examine the performance of the “Enhancement of Democratic Values and
Good Governance Project” and contains three objectives as follows: 1) to study the knowledge and
understanding of the democratic values of the people and youths who participated in the project; 2) to
study the problems and obstacles associated with the enhancement of democratic values among the
people and youths; and 3) to propose alternatives in strengthening democratic values among the people
and youths. In this study, both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed. For
quantitative methods, data were collected from a sample group. Qualitatively, important information
was provided by the people and youths who participated in the project. The project was analyzed based
on its contents and statistically.

The results of the study revealed that prior to this study, the people and youths involved in the
project lacked a thorough understanding of democracy in terms of its content, concepts, way of thinking
and way of life. They believed that politics does not concern the average citizen and that citizens are
responsible only for voting. Nevertheless, after participating in the “Enhancement of Democratic Values
and Good Governance Project,” citizens and youths gained more knowledge and understanding of what
democracy entails. As a result, they have come to understand that democracy is not just only about
elections, but citizens have a role to play in adapting democratic principles to fit with their daily lives,
especially when it comes to participation. Citizens have set up groups to solve problems within their
community and protect the public’s interest. In addition, following the completion of this project, youths

have collaborated with one another and utilized their new found knowledge and understanding of what



(8)

democracy is by engaging in various activities. For instance, they have established a democracy club in
school, put on plays and performances, attended workshops and seminars on democracy, presented their
essays and articles on democracy in front of the flagpole at their school assembly each morning, made
public service announcements at their school and partook in games to answer questions on democracy.

Moreover, the researcher conducted a quantitative research among the youths who participated
in the “Enhancement of Democratic Values and Good Governance Project” in Krabi Province. The
results reveal that youths who participated have gained a greater understanding of democracy, from
66.53% before the project to 80.93%. The statistics prove that this project has helped youths to better
grasp these concepts. The reseacher has the following recommendations to make for the Enhancement
of Democratic Values and Good Governance:

1. The promotion of the Enhancement of Democratic Values and Good Governance among the
people should focus more on the content of the democratic principles rather than on the different
manifestations of democracy. This is because the advancement of a true democracy is not dependent on
the form or structure of democracy. Emphasis should be placed on instilling a conscientiousness of
democratic values and how to think and to act in accordance with these values.

2. We should promote correct and appropriate democratic values in accordance with the values
of Thai society. This study found that certain aspects of Thai culture do not lend itself to democratic
principles. Traditions and beliefs about social class and the patronage system of leaders are hindrances
to the enhancement of democracy in Thailand.

3. This study reveals that the Thai political culture does not correspond to democratic
principles. As a result, a forum should be set up for various academics and those interested to discuss
this issue and come up with conclusions about the appropriate political culture for Thailand.

4. This study sheds light on the fact that most youths know more about the structure of
democracy rather than the content of what a democracy is. For this reason, the Thai educational system
should be ameliorated and more attention should be placed on teaching youths about how to think and
instill in them a democratic conscientiousness.

5. The Royal Thai Government should have a clear policy to promote on a continuous basis
democracy among the Thai citizens and youths. This can be achieved with the collaboration of various
agencies, both public and private, as well as the non-governmental organizations (NGOs). This
promotion should take place through the family unit, educational institutions (both within and outside

the educational system), and through the broadcast media (radio and TV).
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